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“World Tourism Day”

Introduction:

‘World Tourism Day’ is observed every year on 27 September to raise awareness
about the Importance of Tourism and its social, cultural, economic and environmental
significance. The UNO proposed World Tourism Day in 1970. Since then, the event has been
organised every year since 1980. The Tourism Department provides opportunities for
students to explore historical monuments, archaeological sites, natural landscapes, cultural
traditions and diverse communities.

The Department of History, Government Degree College, Jammalamadugu, organised
an awareness programme on World Tourism Day to help students understand the
relationship between tourism and history, heritage, culture, employment and economic
development. The programme also highlighted the importance of responsible and sustainable
tourism.

Aims:
The major aims of the programme were:

. To create awareness among students about World Tourism Day.
. To explain the historical, cultural and economic importance of tourism.
. To familiarise students with important tourist and heritage destinations in India.
. To develop awareness about India's rich historical and cultural heritage.
. To explain the contribution of tourism to employment and economic development.
. To encourage students to protect historical monuments and cultural heritage.
. To promote responsible, sustainable and environmentally conscious tourism.
8. To create interest among students in tourism-related career opportunities.

Objectives:
The programme objectives were to:

Introduce students to the significance and purpose of World Tourism Day.

Explain the relationship between history, heritage and tourism.

Create awareness about India's historical monuments, pilgrimage centres,
archaeological sites and natural attractions.

Discuss the role of tourism in the growth of the world economy.

Explain the contribution of tourism to local and national economic development.




« Encourage students to become responsible tourists and heritage-conscious citizens.

« Promote awareness of sustainable tourism practices.

« Help students understand tourism as a potential source of employment and
entrepreneurship.

Programme Proceedings:
As part of today's programme, Co-ordinator Sri |. Nageswara Reddy invited the

programme chairperson and our college principal, Dr M. Ramesh Sir, to come to the stage.

He also invited to vice principal Dr S. C. Sanjeeva Reddy Sir, to come to the stage.

The programme coordinator Sri I. Nageswara Reddy began with a brief introduction to
“World Tourism Day”. The introduction explained the purpose of observing World Tourism
Day and highlighted the relationship between tourism, historical heritage, culture and
economic development. The UNO proposed World Tourism Day in 1970. Since then, the
event has been organised every year since 1980. The Tourism Department provides
opportunities for students to explore historical monuments, archaeological sites, natural
landscapes, cultural traditions and diverse communities.

The tourism does not simply mean travelling from one place to another; rather, it helps
us understand and appreciate the interrelationship between history, culture, and the natural
environment. In ancient times, foreign travelers such as Fa-Hien, Hiuen Tsang, and Marco
Polo visited India and introduced its rich historical and cultural heritage to the people of
other countries.

He also highlighted the importance of the tourist attractions in the district, particularly
the Gandikota Fort viewpoint, which is widely described as the “Second Grand Canyon
of the World.” He explained the significance of promoting such tourist destinations and
creating awareness among students about their historical, cultural, and natural value. He
further stated that the Taj Mahal, one of the world’s most renowned tourist destinations, is
an outstanding example of the architectural and artistic excellence of Indo-Mughal
architecture. He encouraged the students to enjoy and appreciate tourism while protecting
our natural resources and preserving them for future generations.

Therefore, there is a need to develop the tourism sector in a responsible, sustainable,

and environmentally friendly manner. By protecting our heritage and natural resources, we can
ensure that the benefits of tourism continue to reach future generations.

The speaker emphasised that tourism is not merely travelling from one place to
another. It provides an opportunity to understand the history, traditions, architecture, art,
customs and lifestyles of different societies. Historical places and monuments therefore
constitute an important part of the tourism sector.




Address by the Principal:

On this occasion, the Principal, Dr. M. Ramesh Sir, addressed the students and stated
that the tourism sector is one of the fastest-growing sectors in the world today. Our country
Is blessed with numerous tourist attractions, including historical monuments, temples, natural
scenic destinations, beaches, forest areas, and pilgrimage centers. By promoting these
destinations to domestic and international tourists through print media, electronic media, and
social media, we can make a significant contribution to the economic development of the
country.

He further stated that the tourism sector provides numerous employment and self-
employment opportunities for students. There are abundant direct and indirect employment
opportunities in various fields such as travel agencies, tour operations, hotels, resorts, tourist
guiding, event management, transportation, digital marketing, travel blogging, and
photography. Students can build a bright future in this sector by developing language
proficiency, communication skills, technological knowledge, leadership qualities, and
customer-service skKills.

Importance of Tourism in Economic Development:

Tourism plays an important role in the economic development of countries across the
world. The development of countries such as Sri Lanka, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
France, the United Kingdom, and the United States demonstrates the significant
contribution that tourism can make to national and local economies. The tourism sector
generates income for hotels, transportation services, food and catering businesses,
handicrafts, and local enterprises. It also creates opportunities for self-employment and
contributes to the development of rural areas. Thus, tourism not only promotes cultural
exchange and national heritage but also generates employment, supports local businesses,
Increases income, and contributes significantly to overall economic development.

The principal explained that tourism contributes to economic activity through
expenditure on transportation, accommodation, food, shopping, entertainment and other
services. It also creates direct and indirect employment opportunities for people in different
sectors.

The address highlighted the importance of developing tourism in a manner that
protects cultural heritage and the natural environment. Historical monuments, archaeological
sites, museums and traditional cultural practices can attract visitors while also providing
opportunities for local communities. The principal encouraged students to develop awareness
about India's tourism potential and to understand the importance of preserving the country's
rich historical and cultural heritage.




Address by the vice-principal:

On this occasion, the College Vice-Principal, Dr. S. C. Sanjeeva Reddy, addressed the
students and emphasized the need to face the challenges in the tourism sector and contribute
to its development. He also explained to the students the importance and significance of
various tourist destinations in Andhra Pradesh and encouraged them to understand their
historical, cultural, and natural value. The vice-principal addressed the students on
Important tourist places in India and their significance to the Indian economy. The address
highlighted India's enormous diversity of historical, cultural, religious and natural tourist

destinations. Examples discussed included:

The Vice-Principal explained that these destinations attract domestic and international
visitors and support a wide range of economic activities, including transport, hotels,
restaurants, handicrafts, guiding services and local businesses. Students were encouraged to
appreciate India's heritage and to understand their responsibility in protecting historical

monuments and cultural resources.

Role of the Department of History:

The Department of History explained the close relationship between History and
Tourism. Historical studies help visitors understand the background and significance of
monuments, archaeological sites, cities and cultural traditions. Tourism, in turn, can create

greater public interest in historical heritage.

Students were encouraged to explore the history of their own region and identify local

historical and cultural resources that could contribute to responsible tourism.

Student Awareness Activities:
As part of the programme, students were encouraged to:

1. Identify important historical and tourist places in India.
. Learn about UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
. Understand the importance of protecting monuments.
. Prepare short presentations on important tourist destinations.
. Discuss the economic benefits of tourism.
. Learn about responsible tourism practices.
. Explore tourism-related employment opportunities.
. Promote awareness of local historical and cultural heritage.




Learning Outcomes:

After participating in the programme, students were expected to:

Understand the significance of World Tourism Day.

Explain the relationship between tourism and history.

Identify major historical and tourist destinations in India.

Understand the economic importance of tourism.

Recognise the employment opportunities generated by tourism.

Develop awareness of India's cultural and historical heritage.

Understand the need for sustainable and responsible tourism.

Develop respect for monuments, archaeological sites and cultural traditions.
Appreciate the potential of local heritage tourism.

Develop greater interest in tourism, heritage conservation and related careers.

Expected Impact:

The programme helped students develop a broader understanding of tourism beyond
recreation and travel. It connected tourism with history, culture, heritage conservation,
employment and economic development. The programme also encouraged students to view
historical monuments and cultural resources as valuable heritage assets that require

protection and responsible management.

Conclusion:

The World Tourism Day Awareness Programme organised by the Department of
History, Government Degree College, Jammalamadugu, provided students with an
opportunity to understand the significance of tourism in contemporary society. The addresses
by the Principal and Vice-Principal emphasised the economic importance of tourism and
India's vast tourism potential, while the Department of History highlighted the connection
between tourism, historical heritage and cultural preservation.

The programme successfully created awareness among students about the importance
of responsible, sustainable and heritage-sensitive tourism. It also encouraged students to
appreciate India's historical and cultural diversity and recognise tourism as an important area
for economic activity, employment and cultural exchange.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks to the Principal, Vice-Principal,
other lecturers and students for their participation and cooperation. The Department of
History expressed its commitment to organising further awareness activities related to history,
heritage, tourism and cultural conservation.
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